Asian American Theater Company thriving

The Asian American Theater
Company iz still grieving over
the loss of its ance space
in the Richmond District, but its

roductions haven't sulfered
rom the move (6 Fort Mason's
Building B in San Francisco,
where they're sharing e with
19 other members of People's
Theater Coalition.

Audiences seem to have fol-

the company to the tem
rary new location because the
- theater was nearly full Sunday
g :'i‘r;rn:'un when th:euhrrmn;
or ballgame on television a
sunshine to enjoy.
Furthermore, the company's
current production, “Once Is
Never Emough.' has been ex-
tended t . AL
The Sam Brnﬂt-!m character
from an earlier work " Yellow
Fever,” proved successful for
playwright R.A. Shiomi, who won
‘a tgg Area Theater Critic’s
Circle Award for best new scrip
and four Bernies for the play that
has since played off-Broadway
and in Toronto, Los Angeles and
Seattle

S0 he took time oul from work-
ing on a musical "Prime Time,” a
feature film screenplay about the
internment camps and a televi-
ston pilot called “The Mays of
M ale™ in Toronto to coflabor-
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ate with director Marc Hayashi
lqdh Lane Hithikl::.p;;ust.nr
wit COmPAnY w 1 Sam
In the current production. The

t was “Once Is Never En-

L

Iu “Yellow Fever"” Detective

m uncovered a racist plot. In
“Once,” he deals with a long-lost
love, solves the murder of a
friend and keeps the redevelo-
pers out of Japantown in Vancou-
WET.

A vetsran sctor, writer and di-
sector of 14 Aslan Amerlcsn

Theater Com productions,
Nishikewa holﬁ:l:fu spoal of the
detective together with his
cool exterior and seemingly hard-
bolled icism.

He n the sudience di-
L} f{ 3 : .
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rectly In a narrative that con-
nects events and characters ag
the street light illuminates &

{ace wreathed in smoke
from tba!:lgnulu that dangles

ips.
His belted trench coag and
dark slouch ﬁ,"!- :
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- shouted all his lines

st plays it straight.
The :1r§mh1; as i.I:“i“r fine
actors, a them with impres-
e credits,

the waiiress, a compul
role in any detective varn.
member yﬁr_tm E-I.R.Iit . she's
worked Jocally with AATC, the
San Francisco . trained
st ACT's summer congress and

u red with Ann Sothern in
:IE “Duchess of Pasadena.™
Her timing is keen and her
volce aling as she
ic advice, an
ng out and & of inde-
puud;?[m along with her soup

and e,

!Mmerf‘ll'l]mj l:pl{ﬂll- the I{rlu of
L A0 ticated Yoko,

& woman J'}ntrigu snd danger,

with ease. She's convincing a3
femme fatale who is out of

I
her h when she gets involved
ﬂiﬂmhﬂm&lm
Kelley Quon comes an sirong
ua esperson of the disen-
fr ised senlors who will be
developers rize the Powell Street

area in Vancouver to build lux-

:‘th:..flnt situstibn and M.

ecvent enthusiasm and
anger as Janice Suda brought
b-a: wivid memeries of the Inter-
mmu Hotel fight in San Fran-

I.Ellrll Toomey chutg;‘fdl:;l
tycoom § h

" pedrotically obsessive mbout

cleanliness {he's alwars wiping
his hands Hﬁhﬂmn -
chief, touch 8- r to ev-
:Ehphﬂﬂfmumud object

which his body will come in

contact).

Ken Narssaki is in his 10th pro-
dsction with AATC in the role of
Chuck Chan, a S0,

'up-'lrdly mm- er who

yearna to associate with the big
money boys and savor some afilu-
ence himsell, even if it means

forsaking old (riends and old val-
LH

8.

John Shin, who stadied with
ACT, has been with AATC since
1981 in & variety of roles and
artistic pesitions.

For some unknown reason, he
regIstering
inﬁ! and frustration when it
dida't seem to fit the character.
However, he fooled me as an ac-
tor emough that 1 didn't second-
guess the ending. That's to his

it

Terry Chow and Mark Milinich
come to no good by the end of the
play but participate in some
scenes before they go. Milinich's
slug fest with Sam iz particularly
effective. They were within two
arm's reach of my seat, but I'd
swear they were beating each

other to a pulp with fists and
kicks.

Sandy Howell's multilevel set
was kept simple but interesting
by Jim Schelstrate’s effective
lighting design.

Music composed and r!ra
formed by Don Mguyen heigho-
mdr‘hrmdultﬁud:hﬁ' I?:lli
scted and handsomely stage
spoof with a jarz score of solo
horn that evoked the gray, fog-

filled alleys and unlit seedy ofi-
h-‘; 'll'ﬂkh only the ;l:wﬂt[ﬂ‘ = neon
t lﬁ-ll'l.l. on an outside
the ';lm"lhu |I||||:'im ] nudtﬂ;
detective re as
mtreuch coat and hﬁ-ﬂm.

I recommend "Once Is Never
Enough™ for light entertainment
by a consistently good theater
I.I?lill- It's here to stay _nuiis
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